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president and the interior minister to inspect-without prior 
notice~areas suspected of being used for maltreatment. Neither 
official appears to have exercised this authority since last 
year. 

■ Pinochet stated this week that the emergency measures 
under the state of siege will be enforced as long as 
necessary "to repress drastically any attempt that might become 
a threat to internal security or domestic peace. " Following his 
recent crackdown on former president Frei's Christian Democratic 
Party and on outspoken democratic labor leaders, Pinochet has 
made clear that he will move harshly against anyone who runs 
afoul of his government. 

The President may believe that the cutoff in US aid 
hi** made human rights a dead issue in Chile and that Washington 
h« ■: no further leverage against his regime. He may also be 
buoyed by the gradual improvement in the country's economic 
situation. In any case, reports of increased repression are 
sure to lea k out, r efueling the human rights controversy. 




